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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the documents be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent application 
submitted herewith. 

Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
as required by 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent applications. Applicant submits herewith 
copies of foreign and non-patents in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 


ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JH/ 
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Citations BC and BD are not in the English language. In accordance with 1.98(c), 
Applicant states: 

The requirement for concise explanation of relevance of Citations BC and BD is satisfied 
by the attached translations of their abstracts (see MPEP § 609 A(3)). 

In accordance wifli 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed documents. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

Dated: May 25, 2006 RespectfiiUy submitted, 



Erik R. Swanson 


Registration No.: 40,833 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attomeys/Agaits For.^»plicant 
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Attorney DoiAet Number 

20794/0204431 -USO 
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US-5,598,976 

02-04-1997 

Jang et al. 
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BA 

EP-1 040 787-A 

10-04-2000 

Electrolux Zanussi S.P.A. 




BB 

EP-0 795 292-A 

09-17-1997 

Candy S.P.A. 




BC 

EP-1 088 509-A 

04-04-2001 

BSH Bosch und Siemens 
Hausgeraete GmbH 




BD 

DE-38 16 408-A1 

11-16-1989 

Ucentia Patent-Venraltungs 
GmbH 
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postibi*. 'Applicant is to place a check maik here if English language Translation is attached. 
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International Search Report for International Application No. PCT/EP2004A} 12926, dated 
March 4. 2005. 
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